Operation Safe Stop Day Report from April 21, 2016

Professional school bus drivers have an awesome responsibility compared to other professional commercial motor vehicle operators. While all are very highly trained professionals, the difference lies in the cargo they transport. To the school bus driver, the cargo they transport is precious and irreplaceable -children. Children have been entrusted to their bus driver’s care with the expectation that they will be returned in the same safe condition as when they boarded the school bus. These expectations can be compromised when motorists make the destructive and reckless decision to break the law by passing a stopped school bus that is in the process of loading or unloading children. This life-threatening decision is one that can change the lives of many - the child who is struck and injured or killed, their family, the motorist and their family, the school district and especially the entire community.
To prevent the results of these destructive decisions, the Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee (GTSC) has partnered with the New York Association for Pupil Transportation (NYAPT) to support Operation Safe Stop Day. Since October 2003, GTSC and NYAPT have actively collaborated to bringing pupil transportation and law enforcement professionals together for this traffic safety initiative. The 2016 Operation Safe Stop’s (OSS) statewide enforcement day was conducted on April 21, 2016. The combined effort of pupil transportation and enforcement professionals to reduce the dangerous driving behavior of illegal passing of school buses remained evident. The primary focus of this enforcement event was to educate motorists about the dangers of their destructive decisions and reduce the number instances of a stopped school bus being passed. This enforcement was conducted by the GTSC’s Police Traffic Services (PTS) grantees who have been approved and encouraged to use grant funding to participate in this blitz and other similar OSS enforcement events throughout the grant year.
To promote this year’s Operation Safe Stop enforcement day, NYAPT held two statewide press event in Monroe and Onondaga County on Thursday, April 21, 2016.  These events were hosted by the Rochester Area Transportation Supervisor’s Association and the Onondaga County Traffic Safety Advisory Board respectively. Peter Mannella, Executive Director of NYAPT; David Adams, President of NYAPT; Thomas A. Weeks, Chairman of the NYAPT Operation Safe Stop Committee; and various representatives from the law enforcement and pupil transportation community spoke at these events.  
The purpose of these press events, along with the many additional media events that were held across the state, was to increase public awareness of the law requiring motorists to stop for school buses when their red lights are flashing. 
This year’s OSS initiative included 95 participating police agencies, many of whom were first time participants.  Their combined efforts produced 859 tickets for passing stopped school buses and 1,547 tickets for other moving violations. 
The table below provides a ten year history of the program’s activity. This year, the numbers have decreased in every category. This is possibly due to the decision to change the initial date of the campaign to coincide with another traffic safety initiative resulting in some schools being closed on April 21. These decreases may also be due to the fact that many of the participating agencies have been stretched thin due to budgetary and staffing decreases. 
	Comparative data          
 (10-year overview)
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	Net    Change

	Participating Counties
	38
	41
	37
	45
	49
	35
	28
	43
	46
	39
	-7

	No. of agencies
	90
	106
	97
	110
	143
	84
	64
	115
	108
	95
	-13

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Officers assigned     (*Counts do not include participating officers from NYPD)
	908
	*955
	*862
	*912
	*967
	572
	599
	1,164
	856
	740
	-116

	1174 Violations      (passing stopped school bus)
	1,035
	1,171
	1,697
	1,440
	1,603
	1,316
	98
	1,352
	1,186
	859
	-327

	Other UTTs issued
	3,137
	3,892
	1,930
	2,266
	2,276
	1,196
	1,002
	1,732
	1,484
	1547
	+63


While the 2016 Operation Safe Stop Statewide Enforcement Day reports show a noticeable reduction in almost all categories, the 859 tickets written for passing a stopped school bus does reinforce the need for a more concentrated effort to educate motorists about this dangerous behavior. While 859 individuals were cited on this one day, there are still 179 other school days in the year when children’s lives are put at risk by motorists who attempt to pass a stopped school bus while it is picking-up or dropping off students. 
In light of this ever present risk, the NYAPT Operation Safe Stop Committee and GTSC (through the Department of Motor Vehicles) will continue to promote this program in order to inform the motoring public of the law and the consequences that can result if drivers fail to stop for school buses displaying their flashing red lights and stop sign.
Over the years, the OSS message has remained clear and our enforcement consistent thanks  to the support of the NYAPT OSS Committee, NYAPT Executive Director Peter Mannella, Operation Safe Stop Committee Chairman Thomas A. Weeks, and the school transportation community along with the GTSC Highway Safety Program Representatives who encourage participation in this traffic safety event. 
A very special thanks to Dominick Macherone, Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) for the New York State Association of Chiefs of Police; Tony D’Agostino and Charles Rutherford, LELs for the New York State Sheriffs’ Association and Sgt. Todd Engwer, New York State Police LEL, who have promoted participation through their agency’s publications and partnerships. 
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